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This year’s Alumni Reunion
fell on the perfect holiday—Best Friends
Day! Seriously, it is a “recognized” holiday
on the Web. While the origin of the holiday is not known, it is always celebrated
on June 8. Best Friends Day is set aside
to enjoy and appreciate your best friend.
For many of us, some of our best
friends are those we met during college
at a time when we became independent
and began making major decisions
about careers and family.>>>
We spent countless hours together studying,
hanging out and discussing everything from
family to finances. We shared happy times,
sad times and even disappointing times. Our
friends became our lifelines as we shared moments that prepared us for the next phases in
life. The bonds formed during these years can
be some of our strongest friendship ties.
If you are lucky, you still have a best friend
from that time. If you are really lucky, you still
have several friends you cherish. While we
may not spend as much time together due to
distance and new interests, the friendships we
formed during that time in our lives are special.
I do not think I would have made it through
nursing school if it had not been for my friends
and their encouragement along the way.
Reunions are special because they are times
set aside to honor those memories. This year’s
reunion was no different as the 25- and 50-year
anniversary classes of 1988 and 1963 gathered
to renew friendships and catch up on life events.
Gail Winkler and Betty Dozier from the class
of 1974 shared that their journey as best friends
developed into being more like sisters and
family than just best friends. Class of 1978 best
friends Linda Haley Atwood and Vicki Aubertine Long attended the reunion and shared that
they started off as roommates and their friendship grew to taking vacations together and their
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children knowing each other as well. Karen Hill
Dye, Norma Hall and Annis Gholson from the
class of 1963 grew up together as best friends.
Their friendship continued in nursing school,
and they became more like sisters than friends.

Everyone hears what you say.
Friends listen to what you say.
Best friends listen to what you
don’t say.
- Unknown
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Even though June 8 has passed, it is never
too late to take a moment and think of those
you were close to in school or college. If you
have lost touch with someone, call us to see if
we have contact information. Search for them
on Facebook. Call other classmates to see if
they know how to get in touch with that special
friend. Any day is a good day to make the effort
to tell someone they mattered to you and why.
To my BFFs (best friends forever), you are still
precious blessings to me each and every day.

Betsy Brooks | Immediate Past President
Stephen Hultgren
Phyllis Dorrough
Robbie Lowery
Lori Turpen
On the cover: Shelly Branch, nursing class
of 1982.
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Alumni Reunion
The annual alumni reunion was held the weekend of June 7-8 with
more than 120 alumni participating in the festivities. Alumni gathered at
Memphis Opera House on Friday evening for a nice dinner and fellowship with
former classmates. On Saturday, a luncheon was held at the College with Erma
Oliver, president of the Alumni Board of Directors, as the host of the event.
Jenny Nevels, director of Development for the

town, Tenn. She is an active member of the

Baptist Foundation, introduced the featured

Leukemia and Lymphoma Societies and facili-

speaker, Ellen Rolfes, also of the Foundation.

tates a cancer support group called Live Life

Her topic was “In the Fullness of Time” which

Cancer Network for newly diagnosed patients.

shared her reflections on changes that happen

Dozier is also a Raki Master Level II Therapeu-

over time and making a difference in the lives

tic Touch Practitioner with more than 20 years

of others.

of experience helping those suffering with pain

The class of 1963 celebrated 50 years since

and anxiety. She teaches a weekly tai chi class

their graduation and had the highest number

and is very active in Gracewood Baptist Church

of alumni of all classes represented. They also

where she works with young adults.

had gatherings at two of their classmates’ homes
over the weekend.
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The 2013 Alumni Service Award was presented to Kathy Fish (2), medical radiography class

Oliver presented the 2013 Alumni Awards at

of 1977, and a member of the College Ambassa-

the alumni luncheon on Saturday. This year’s

dor Board. Fish has been instrumental in work-

Distinguished Alumni Award went to Betty

ing with the College on two fundraisers and

Dozier (1), nursing class of 1971. Dozier works

silent auctions. Fish has helped raise awareness

in the hematology/oncology field and is a reg-

of the Baptist College and helps recruit other

istered nurse at The Jones Clinic in German-

Memphis business owners to the committee. She is actively involved in the Memphis
community and serves on the board for the
Playhouse on the Square and Project Green
Fork. She previously served on the board for
Friends of Life.
Left: Class of 1988 celebrates 25 years
Below: Class of 1963 50-year celebration
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April 2013 Commencement
1.

The twenty-first Commencement ceremony of Baptist Memorial
College of Health Sciences was held on April 11, 2013, at Bellevue Baptist
Church, in Cordova, Tenn.
Betty Sue McGarvey, President of the Baptist College, presided over the
ceremony introducing platform guests and distinguished speaker Dr. Fitz Hill,
president of Arkansas Baptist College in Little Rock, Ark. One hundred eleven
baccalaureate degrees were awarded with 74 in nursing and 37 in the allied
health degree programs.

Special Graduation Awards
James Glasgow, chairman of the Baptist Memorial College of Health
Sciences Board of Trustees, presented the prestigious College Board of
Directors Award to Sarah Lewis (1), graduating summa cum laude in medical
radiography. An additional five awards were given to outstanding graduates—
the Elizabeth Farnell Achievement Award to Sean Elrod (2), graduating magna
cum laude in nursing; the Joseph H. Powell
Award to Rebekah Sherlin-Chaplin (3), graduating summa cum laude in radiation therapy;
the Dr. Ling H. Lee Achievement Award to
Jessica Harris (4), graduating summa cum
laude in medical radiography; the Dr. John F.
Rockett Award to John B. Collins (5), graduating cum laude in nuclear medicine; and the
Sarah Ainsworth Award to Michael Klesges (6),
graduating cum laude in nursing. These students were nominated and selected based on

specific guidelines, including grade point averages, leadership qualities, community service,
clinical expertise, and commitment to lifelong
learning.
Since graduation, the College was notified that Rebekah Sherlin-Chaplin has been
accepted to the University of Tennessee Health
Science School of Medicine. She will attend the
“white coat ceremony” this summer and begin
medical school in August 2013. Her goal is to
become a radiation oncologist.

2.

3.

1.
4.

5.
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6.

1.

Student Honors
Convocation
Student Services hosted the Student
Honors Convocation with a reception in the
College Assembly Hall on March 25. Students
were recognized for their academic, service,
leadership, and spirit within the Baptist College community. Three special awards were
presented by Jeremy Wilkes, director of
student services. The 2013 Leadership Award
was presented to Avonlea Brewster (1), the Service Award to Sarah Lewis (2), and the BCHS
Spirit Award to Gabriela Suarez (3). Various
faculty members presented certificates or
1.
special recognition to student leaders for their
work as tutors, those who set examples for other
students, and those who assisted with various
events throughout the year.

Faculty and
Staff Honors
Convocation
The annual Faculty and Staff Honors
Convocation was held at the College on Monday,
March 18. Drs. Linda Reed, Dean Anne Plumb
and Barry Schultz recognized faculty from each
division for their accomplishments in the past
year. College staff members were recognized
by Dr. Adonna Caldwell, vice president of Administrative Services. President McGarvey announced the 2013 Rose Y. Temple Distinguished
Faculty—Judy LaBonte (4), associate professor of
nursing in abstentia. Ms. LaBonte was defending
her doctorate and unable to attend. Dr. McGarvey also presented the 2013 Rose Y. Temple Distinguished Staff Award to Denise Bowman, (5)
registrar in Academic Affairs. Plumb presented
Tracey Powers (6), adjunct clinical instructor, the
2013 DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nursing
Faculty at the Baptist College.

2.

Nurse-Pinning
Ceremony
3.

Seventy four (74) nursing graduates
were recognized at the Spring 2013
Pinning and Recognition Ceremony
held on April 11, 2013. This pinning
ceremony is a nursing school tradition that marks the graduate’s rite of
passage into the profession of nursing. Nursing faculty pinned proud
graduates. During the ceremony,
nursing graduates also were recognized for additional achievements.
Those recognized included student
4.

nurse mentors and inductees into
the Sigma Theta Tau International
Honor Society of Nursing. Michael
Klesges received the Outstanding
Undergraduate Award from the
Beta Theta-at-Large Chapter of
Sigma Theta Tau in recognition of
his academic achievement and leadership ability. The spring graduating
class, represented by Sheila Arnold,
presented a check to Dr. Plumb for

6.

5.

the Baptist Foundation in support of
the Diane Rubin Brown Scholarship
Fund in memory of Patricia Irby,
College librarian.
photo: Everett Bryant, April

nursing graduate
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A Mission of Purpose

1

3

2

4

by Marie Mitchell
Health Care Management Student
In late December 2012, a special committee selected students from the
Baptist College of Health Sciences to attend a medical mission trip to the
Dominican Republic. Interested students completed an application with
essay questions that told about their character and how they could contribute
their time and talents to the week-long experience. Priority consideration
was given to students who had completed the introductory clinical course,
Patient Care and Basic Skills.
After months of planning, our April 20
departure date was fast approaching. Fifteen
7
students, a recent graduate nurse, six Baptist
faculty and staff and six partners from Seeds
Ministries gathered at the Memphis airport at
4 a.m., anxious to use our gifts for the work
ahead. After a three-hour flight to the capital
city, Santo Domingo, we made a four-hour bus
trip west to Barahona.
Once in the Dominican, getting our medicines together was our first team priority, then
establishing what task each of us would perform in clinic. Prayer was another essential,
every morning and every night we would all
pray together for guidance and direction. We
would then spend four days in medical clinics
with the very sick women, men and children of
the impoverished country.
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Our introduction to the Dominican culture
came late Sunday afternoon at the Iglesia Evangelica Dominicana Church (the Evangelical or
Protestant Church of the Dominican Republic)
in Barahona where we experienced an awesome worship service. After service, we toured
the church’s orphanage facilities with Pastor
Johnson, then engaged with a few of the55children residing there.
Monday and Tuesday’s clinics were in the
two Dominican communities of Jaquimeyes
and Fonda Negra. There the team tended
to many of the sick people who came seeking medical attention—some with serious ailments, such as advanced pneumonia. The
team ministered to the young and elderly alike.
Wednesday was spent at the Rancho de Don
Cesar in the mountain community of Paraiso
(Paradise). This particular experience brought

a sense of wanting and compassion to each
of us. Applause from a crowd of 100 or more
welcomed us for coming to provide services at
the makeshift clinic at Don Cesar’s home. The
beautiful, natural setting was a place of serenity
that made each of us speechless, but thankful for
the opportunity to be a blessing to the neighbors of Don Cesar and his wife.
Our final but most challenging day of community clinics was on Thursday. It was spent
in the Batey 7. (A batey is a company town for
sugarcane workers, most of whom are Haitian.)
This nameless community (just a number) was
the poorest of all the communities we served.
At times, it was difficult to hold back tears from
the illnesses seen, such as chronic pneumonia, severe burns, extreme cases of ringworms
and impetigo. Touring Batey 7 showed us that
family or friends are sometimes all we have to
maintain our sense of happiness. But having
spirituality is what sustains us in the face of
grave challenges, such as the struggle to survive in the bateys. In late afternoon, we toured
the large public hospital in Barahona and were
reminded again of how wide the gap is between
those who have access to modern health care
and those lacking it.
On Friday, we hosted a drop-in clinic for the
staff at the Playazul. Throughout the day, the
team served staff and family members who
dropped by.
At the end of the week, our mission of purpose was accomplished. The life-changing
experience left each of us thankful, with a sense
of purpose. Our experience was best captured
by Philippians 1:3-6:
“Every time you cross my mind, I break out in
exclamations of thanks to God. Each exclamation is a trigger to prayer. I find myself praying
for you with a glad heart. I am so pleased that
you have continued on in this with us, believing and proclaiming God’s message, from the
day you heard it right up to the present. There
has never been the slightest doubt in my mind
that the God who started this great work in you
would keep it and bring it to a flourishing finish
on the very day Christ Jesus appears.”

Around
Campus
1.

3.

4.

2.

1. The Baptist College organization
known as Brothers and Sisters in Christ
(BASIC) gathered at Grace St. Luke Episcopal Church on Sunday, July 14 to serve
meals to the homeless and distribute
hygiene kits. BCHS students donated the
toiletry items weeks prior to the event
and BASIC organized them for delivery.
Students, faculty and staff worked with
volunteers from Door of Hope and More
Than A Meal.
Karen Smith is the director of Campus
Ministries at BCHS and Ashley Alexander,
a current nursing student, is the president of BASIC.
2. BCHS students were among students
from the city who attended the Colleges
of Memphis meeting convened by Mayor
A. C. Wharton. The Mayor met with
students from more than 10 Memphis
colleges and universities to solicit their
input on how to position Memphis as a
college town.
3. On February 15, the Student Government Association (SGA) presented a
$1,000 check to the Baptist Operation
Outreach Homeless Health Care Mobile
Van. Formerly operating as the HOPE
Health Center, the Outreach van provides
acute and primary care, information
on disease prevention and guidance to
Memphians without permanent housing.
Pictured left to right are Jennifer Mickens,
social worker with the Baptist Operation
Outreach mobile van; Ann Marie Wallace, coordinator for Baptist Community
Outreach; Lauren Logan, SGA Vice President; and Sandra Grissom, current BCHS
student.
4. The Alpha Eta Honor Society induction ceremony was held in April with one
faculty and nine students as initiates.
Alpha Eta is the National Honor Society
for the Allied Health Professions and its
members represent the top 10 percent
graduates of Allied Health Schools and
Colleges.
Front Row: Rebekah Sherlin-Chaplin,
Jennifer Delashmit, Mary Grace Renfro,
Dr. Carol Warren, Susan Flowers
Back Row: Jessica Harris, Brad Collins,
Neal Beamon, Sarah Lewis, Lindsey
Simon
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Alumni
Profile
Lori Turpen
Class of 1982, Respiratory Therapy
After nearly 30 years in medicine, Registered Respiratory Therapist Lori Turpen, MSA, RRT, has acquired a wide view of her field.
“I’ve been on staff, in education, in acute care and home health,” says Turpen.
Her formal career began with her graduation in 1982 from the Baptist
School of Respiratory Medicine; her primary interest in respiratory medicine
started much earlier.
“My mother is an asthmatic and has struggled with difficult breathing,” said Turpen. “It
was during the 1960s and 1970s when asthma
was handled much differently and with lots of
hospitalizations.”
In high school at Craigmont in Memphis, a mentoring teacher who led the Health
Occupations Students of America group
inspired Turpen to pursue a career as a respiratory therapist—and she’s never looked back.
Her first position as a staff therapist with
Baptist led to her promotion as a shift supervisor and then her role as the director of Clinical
Education for Respiratory Therapy.
With the closing of that program in 1991,
she worked with clinical students. Eventually, in
1993 under the leadership of Dr. Rose Temple,
Turpen joined a small group of team members
who collaborated and built the infrastructure of
the current college program launched in 1995.
She then worked in corporate America, but
eventually found herself looking for a new position after a layoff.
“I contacted some of my Baptist friends with
whom I had stayed in touch and told them I
would love to come back to Baptist,” says Turpen.
At that time, a position became available in the
Home Medical Equipment area. “I was the manager of the home medical equipment, delivering
respiratory equipment to patients,” says Turpen.
In 2005, Turpen moved to Baptist DeSoto
where she is now the director of Cardiopulmonary and Respiratory Diagnostic Services.
Looking back, Turpen reflects on how her work
has changed.
“In our infancy, we used to be more task oriented,” says Turpen. “Now, therapists practice by protocols to deliver care within a team environment.”
Turpen notes that therapists are the only
other staff members beside nurses that deliver
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care 24 hours a day, seven days a week
“It was the vision of our college to reach a
point where each profession not only respected the other but encouraged an environment
where everyone knows what each discipline is
doing,” says Turpen.”
Turpen, who watched her occupation become
a licensed profession in the 1980s, believes strongly in teaching students and growing young leaders. In such a heavy-equipment-type profession,
technology has further advanced the therapist
role in ways Turpen couldn’t imagine years ago.
A mother and wife, Turpen enjoys NASCAR
and football when not working.
“During football season, you’ll find me
glued to the games all weekend,” says Turpen.
“My husband and I usually go to a couple of
NASCAR races during the season. I’m a huge
football fan.”
And as for her mother?
“She is 79 and quit smoking on her 72 birthday as her gift to me,” says Turpen. “I think if
she didn’t have a daughter who was constantly
teaching and coaching, she wouldn’t be compliant. And I could never have helped her as much
if I hadn’t become a therapist.”

Whitney Weeks
Class of 2012, Nursing
When Whitney Weeks began seriously
considering a career path, she knew one thing
for sure.
“I like helping people, especially kids,” says
Weeks.
Teaching, not medicine, was her first thought.
“It wasn’t my first choice until I discovered
the Baptist program and really got into it,” said
Weeks. “I knew it wouldn’t be easy and it wasn’t;
the studying and work were challenging but
rewarding.”
Weeks graduated in April 2012 with a Bachelor of Science in nursing and began working
on the respiratory floor at LeBonheur, combining her love of helping kids and medicine.
“Because we see kids of all ages and cystic
fibrosis patients, I am also treating young
adults,” said Weeks.
Single with no children of her own, Weeks
however is surrounded by family these days.
“I have two sisters and one just graduated
from the Baptist program and the other is just
starting!” says Weeks.
Weeks hopes to continue to her education,
possibly becoming a nurse practitioner one
day.
“Right now, I really enjoy the work in pulmonary,” says Weeks.

State of Tennessee, Department of Health Confirmation
On March 13, Baptist College received confirmation from the Bureau of Health
Licensure and Regulation, Division of Health Related Boards, that Baptist Memorial
College of Health Sciences is fully approved by the Tennessee Board of Nursing.
Rules and Regulations 1000-1-.5(4)(b) state that full approval is granted to
a school that has met the requirements that are set forth by the board and has
demonstrated its ability to provide an educational program, which meets the
boards standard’s. Renewal of approval is granted annually based on survey visits,
conferences, correspondence, the annual report and the NCLEX pass rate.
For 2012, the Nursing Board pass rate for Baptist College was 94.67 percent,
which was above both state and national pass rates.

Alumni Profile
Adrian Newson
Class of 1992, Radiation Therapy
Arkansas native Adrian Newson, MS, RT, assistant administrator
of Clinical Services at Baptist Memorial Hospital-Memphis, found his career
path through an unlikely but fortuitous set of circumstances. The youngest of
seven children from the rural, tiny town of Birdsong, Ark., Newson knew two
things for sure about his early years.
“No one from my family had ever gone to
college and everyone went from high school to
the factories,” says Newson. I never thought of
doing anything different than my siblings.”
A series of fateful circumstances, however,
would push him in an unfathomable direction.
First, a beloved aunt developed cancer and
needed help. Then Newson transferred high
schools in 1977 during his senior year. When a
counselor began closely reviewing his records
for due diligence to ensure he would graduate,
she observed something.
“She noticed I had good grades and told
me I was obviously a good book student,” says
Newson. Then, she asked me if I had ever
thought of going to college. We didn’t have the
money so she asked me, ‘If I get you a scholarship, will you go?’”
Newson went home and asked his mother and she agreed, but he still hesitated.
“My mother always said she wanted to retire
after I graduated so I didn’t want to be a burden
on her,” says Newson. “So I didn’t go back to see
the counselor.”
The counselor called him days later, realizing the extent to which Newson was unfamiliar with the process and pressed the issue.
“She ended up getting me a full scholarship to
ASU in Jonesboro,” says Newson.
But that was just the start for Newson who had
no real reference as to the college experience.
“My mother told me to go down the street
and ask a teacher what we should do next,” says
Newson. “I remember her saying that she would
have gone to some college if she was a teacher.”
Becoming another real support, the teacher
would help Newson understand everything.
“Even down to the fact I’d need a sheet and
towel for the dorm,” Says Newson.
With no way to Jonesboro, Ark. the teacher

hired a man to move Newson.
He clearly remembers the day he
arrived at school and all the familiar faces left.
“I didn’t know what to do, so I made the bed
and laid down,” says Newson. “I remember
looking at the ceiling and thinking, ‘What did I
get myself into?’”
But his clear focus and strong faith sustained him. His affinity for people led him
first to education, but he discovered his
young age and maturity worked against
him. His student teaching felt disastrous.
“I found myself in a foreign place again, so
I sought out another counselor and attended
a career day,” says Newson. “There, I learned
about radiology and became fascinated with
the images.”
And the rest is history. Newson would
continue on with his education and now holds
degrees from The University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences (bachelor’s in radiology),
Baptist Memorial Hospital (certificate—School
of Radiation Therapy) and The University of
Memphis (Masters in leadership and policy
studies).
His responsibilities grew with each position,
and today he has leadership responsibilities
for Radiation Oncology, Radiology, Respiratory, Laboratory Services, Blood Bank, Pulmonary, and Neurodiagnostics. He has 23 years of
health care experience, ranging from radiographer, radiation therapist, educator, and director
for both Radiology and Radiation Oncology.
While the world of higher education may
have been foreign to the young Newson, understanding himself, his upbringing, and his faith
at an early age gave him a rare grounding. “I
always knew that my desires were different
from my siblings.”
Today, he views his success with a cheerful

humbleness, sharing his thoughts with anyone
who hopes to transcend their own limitations.
“Be true to thyself,” says Newson. “Seek out a
path and figure out who you are.”
Years later, Newson returned to thank his
high school counselor for her help.
His personal philosophy drives his work.
“I treat every experience as an opportunity to
capture something,” says Newson. “Even as an
X-ray tech, I knew I wanted to do the very best
job and to distinguish myself. I knew my character was my trademark.”
At a time when the health care industry is in
a major state of change with government and
insurance involvement, Newson believes patient access needs to remain at the forefront of
all discussions.
“It’s a very uncertain environment and we
live in a legalistic society,” says Newson. “I want
to be the best advocate for the institution and
the patients, working to meet patient and institutional needs.”
Watching from afar, his mother knows
Newson does something in health care.
“Mom realized I had the power of influence
in my work but she still just sees me as that
youngest child,” says Newson.
As a father of three children, he can relate.
And his work remains more than a job.
“It’s a wonderful career choice,” says
Newson. “I don’t view this as a job but a calling.
When my feet hit the floor, I am excited about
work. My faith keeps me grounded and I walk
in it every day. When I feel like I have stopped
making a difference, I will quit.”
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Faculty
and Staff
Accomplishments

BCHS New Board Member
Deidre Malone joined the Baptist
Memorial College of Health Sciences
Board of Directors in May 2013.
Malone is the President/CEO of
the Carter Malone Group public relations firm. Before opening the firm in
2003, she served as vice president of
Marketing Development for ALSAC/
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
ALSAC is the fundraising arm of St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital and
the third largest health care charity in
the United States. For 10 years, Malone
was the director of Public Relations
for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Malone also worked for WMC-TV
Channel 5 as a news producer and
WMC-AM radio as a news reporter
and anchor. She also served as the
news director for WLOK-AM radio
early in her professional career. She
was nominated for an Emmy and has
won many professional awards for her
work in the field of public relations.
During her service as Shelby
County Commissioner, Malone was
selected as the first African-American
female to serve as chair.
She is a graduate of Jackson State
University, she received a Bachelor of
Science degree in mass communications with a minor in marketing.
Malone is married to Dr. Patrick
Malone (internal medicine), has two
sons, Patrick II and Brian, and also one
grandson Patrick III.
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Dr. Christopher Church, professor
of philosophy and religion, was elected
to the Board of the Mid-South Comfort Care Coalition. The Comfort Care
Coalition is a citizens’ group dedicated
to helping individuals live with dignity,
comfort and peace as they near the end
of life. It serves as a broad-based community network to educate community
members and advocate for people with
life-threatening illnesses and end of life
concerns.
Dr. Janet Heath, professor of mathematics, presented “Applying a Competency-Based Learning Model in Math 110”
at the fifth annual faculty symposium on
March 28, 2013, at Baptist College.
Kathy Hunt, program chair for nuclear
medicine technology, attended the
Health Professionals Board Meeting and
Healthcare Workforce Summit in Las
Vegas, Nev. from February 26 to March
1. The summit featured speakers from
current and pending workforce development programs, education associations
and national strategic leaders from U.S.
Health Resources and Services Administration and Health Workforce Information
Center.
Linda Reed, dean of allied health,
represented Baptist College of Health
Sciences at a Tennessee College Association meeting in Nashville, Tenn. on March
27-28. The meeting brought together
academic administrators from a variety of two-year, four-year and research
colleges and universities representing
public and private institutions of higher
education in Tennessee. Topics discussed
at the meeting included closing the
gaps of educational opportunity and
achievement in Tennessee; best practices in student success, retention and
graduation; reducing the achievement
gaps of underrepresented minority and
low-income students; and Tennessee fiscal policy analysis and development for
public institutions.

Mitzi Roberts, program chair and
assistant professor of diagnostic medical sonography, served as item writer for
the Abdomen and Ultrasound Physical
Principles and Instrumentation national
credentialing examinations given by the
American Registry of Diagnostic Medical
Sonography.
Debra Smith has joined the medical
radiography program as a full-time
instructor. Smith is certified by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists
Radiography and Magnetic Resonance
Imaging. She will teach classes in Medical
Radiography and MRI. Smith is a 2006
graduate of BCHS.
Patti Waggener, associate professor
of English, and Dr. Greg Freeman, associate professor of mathematics, presented
“Competency-Based Education: Does It
Work for Everyone?” at the fifth annual
faculty symposium on March 28.
Carolyn Danley, director of the
Center for Academic Excellence, was
named president-elect of the Junior
League of Memphis for 2013. Junior
League of Memphis is an organization of women committed primarily to
volunteerism, developing the potential
of women and improving communities
through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is
exclusively educational and charitable.
Danley participated in a community
foundation panel at the Junior League
grant information session on February 5.

Nursing Honor Society
Induction Ceremony
Sigma Theta Tau, Beta Theta Chapterat-Large ceremony was held on April
5, 2013, at the University of Memphis,
Fogelman Executive Center. Thirty five
BCHS graduates—including spring and
summer graduates, along with graduates from the University of Memphis
Lowenburg School of Nursing and University of Tennessee College of NursingMemphis, were inducted into this prestigious honor society that recognizes
academic excellence, academic integrity
and potential for leadership in nursing.

Baptist College Acquires State-Of-The-Art
Teaching Tool With Foundation Grant
by M A R Y M A C K I N N O N
Beginning in the Fall of 2013, radiation therapy students at the
Baptist College of Health Sciences will have the experience of treating
patients—virtual patients, that is.
Thanks to a grant from the Baptist Memorial Health Care Foundation, the
College has purchased the latest teaching tool available to colleges and
universities. Using state-of-the-art rear projection technology and special
goggles, the Virtual Environmental Radiotherapy
Training (VERT™) system creates a threedimensional environment that replicates a
radiation therapy treatment room. “VERT is
going to change the way we teach radiation
therapy,” said Julie Lasley.
Lasley, M.S.A., R.T. (T), is chair of the radiation therapy program at Baptist College and
a BCHS graduate. Comparing VERT to an
airplane flight simulator, Lasley said, “When
a student practices with a virtual patient in a
virtual treatment room, failure is an oæption.”
Using actual patient data and life-sized
graphics, VERT can reproduce almost every
scenario virtually in the classroom. Students
can take their time to learn and ask questions.
The entire treatment process from start to finish
can be replicated so students can see the results
and discuss what could have been done differ-

ently. The VERT system provides students with
a safe environment free from time pressures
commonly encountered in busy radiation therapy departments.
“Of course, nothing can replace the real
world clinical experience and the many issues
and illnesses real patients can present,” said
Lasley. “But with VERT, we can better prepare
our students by allowing them to get hands-on
experience in a less intimidating environment
before they go into the clinic.”
While VERT was developed for radiation
therapy education, the technology can be used
in other imaging majors at the College and
even in the biomedical sciences field.
Along with MD Anderson’s School of Health
Professions at the University of Texas, Baptist
College is currently one of only 10 sites in the
United States and 80 worldwide to have this

new teaching technology.
In addition to VERT, the Foundation grant
also provides for the purchase of PEARL, a new
and innovative patient education computer
program that enhances the ability of radiation
oncologists, nurses and therapists to communicate complex treatment planning to patients
and their families, thus decreasing anxiety prior
to therapy. With PEARL, clinicians can show
patients how their actual treatment is planned
and administered.
PEARL will be available at the Baptist Cancer Center in Memphis in late 2013 and at five
additional Baptist locations in 2014.
To watch a video demonstration of VERT,
visit www.bchs.edu/radiation-therapy.

Gladys C. Holcomb Nursing Scholarship Fund
Established by Colonial Baptist Church
The Baptist Memorial Health Care Foundation
is pleased to announce the establishment of the
Gladys C. Holcomb Nursing Scholarship, available to a deserving nursing student beginning
in the 2014-2015 academic year. This scholarship was made possible by a generous donation
from Colonial Baptist Church in Memphis in
memory of long-time church member Gladys
Cordle Holcomb who passed away in 2010.
Growing up on a farm near Munford, Tenn.,
Holcomb always knew she wanted to be a nurse.
The first in her family to be educated past high
school, she was accepted to the nursing diploma program at the Baptist Memorial Hospital
School of Nursing in the fall of 1949.
Some Baptist alumni from the class of 1952

might remember Holcomb from their first year
of training. Why only the first year? The rules
were extraordinarily strict back then, and as
Holcomb told her family, she might have been
told she was a little too opinionated and talked
a little too much to come back the next year!
By all accounts, Gladys Cordle Holcomb lived
up to the stereotype of a “fiery redhead,” all 4-ft,
10-inches of her.
Never one to be deterred—especially from
her lifelong dream of becoming a nurse—
Holcomb was accepted the very next fall at the
University of Tennessee, obtained her bachelor’s in nursing, and spent the next 40-plus years
pursuing her passion.
Described by her sister, Jean Barron of Brigh-

ton, Tenn., as intelligent, determined, strongwilled, business-minded and persevering,
Holcomb also had a servant’s heart. She never
met a stranger and was an avid reader and
a faithful Baptist. And according to Baptist
School of Nursing alumni Annabel Taylor and
Ludine Carlisle, who worked with Holcomb at
the VA Hospital in Memphis, she always held
Baptist Hospital and the nursing school in high
esteem.
Holcomb worked at the VA for 32 years. It
was there, while working in the spinal cord unit,
she met her husband Len Holcomb. Gladys and
Len loved to travel and often took his children,
grandchildren, their nieces, nephews and even
children from church on cross-country trips.
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Baptist Foundation Thanks You
The Baptist College of Health Sciences and the Baptist
Memorial Health Care Foundation wish to thank the following alumni
and friends for their generous support in 2012. These gifts allow us to
offer student scholarships and awards in addition to enhancing our
instructional activities. Thank you to all, and we hope we will merit
your continued support.
Delores A. Adams*
Faye Williams Adams*
Sarah E. Ainsworth
Beverly Nolan Alexander*
Donna Fulton Alford*
Joyce Humphreys Amatuzzo*
Libby A. Archer
Esther Groom Arrington*
Marion Louise Rooker Bailey*
Tairetha C. Bailey*
Charles R. Baker
Carol Cannon Barber*
Paul H. Barkley
Cassandra L. Barksdale
Teresa Knox Barsotti*
Lavera G. Beaudoin*
Michael R. Bennett
Susan Russell Bennett*
Natalie Bethune
Barbara Robins Billions*
Annette Bingham*
Alyce Moore Binzer*
Jeanne Brown Blackman*
Angel M. Boling
Virginia M. Boone*
Marilyn Harrell Booth*
Bottletree Design Group
Cheryl K. Bouland*
Renee A. Brassfield
Breast Cancer Eradication
Initiative
Jacqueline Applewhite
Bridges*
Mariesa Greenway Bridges*
Maury and Mary Bronstein
Mary Ditto Brooks*
Tracy L. Brown*
Brown Missionary Baptist
Church
Sara Goodwin Brumley*
Yvette H. Bryant*
Laura Burris
Bonnie Hurdle Bynum*
Adonna B. Caldwell
Paula Camillo
Sophie Farr Campbell*
Todd S. Canaday
Melissa Stroud Carpenter*
Bonnie Roberts Case*
Rhonda R. Cavitt
Thomas M. Chesney
Elaine A. Childs
Dale Chisolm*
Christopher L. Church
William E. Cochran
Jeaniene B. Commer
Community Foundation of
Greater Memphis
Hazel McCord Condon*
Dana Walls Cottam*
Velma Martin Coughlan*
Bamby R. Counce

Joyce Morris Culbreath*
Ruth Didlake Currie*
Carolyn and Lee M. Danley
Kristi H. Davis
Ramona Burns Davis*
Teresa Umfress Dawson*
Jamelean S. Deere*
Sherri J. DeLashmit
Elaine James Dew*
Phyllis Henderson Dorrough*
Nellie Butler Dowdy*
Roger D. Duke
Ruth McCollum Edwards*
Steve Edwards
Kim Ennis
Estate of Mary Fuchs*
Jo A. Fair*
Karen R. Farley
Donna K. Ferrara*
Kathleen Cullen Fish*
Follett Higher Education
Group
James Franks
Roxanne Gardner
Richard M. Gargano
Phyllis Gay Gates*
Patsy Faulkner Gaw*
Robert Gordon
Leola Dillard Goss*
Carolyn Y. Green
Doris Keown Green*
Kerry Byars Griggs*
Charlotte Clerget Grimes*
Jaineth Faye Grimes
Maurine Gaither Halliburton*
Ann T. Harden*
Mary Helen Winters
Hargrove*
Bessie Porter Harmon*
Aundrea Harris
Angela Faught Harvey*
Linda K. Harvey
Anne McGee Haynes*
HealthNet Federal Credit
Union
Janet P. Heath
Lisa J. Hight
Betty White Hill*
Veneda J. Hockaday*
Patricia J. Holder*
Rosemarie Holland
June P. Hollingsworth*
Mary Hawkins Holmes*
Donna M. Hoppe*
Laura E. Howse*
Kathy E. Hunt
IBM International Foundation
Virginia Mize Imershein*
Susie Blackburn Ingalls*
Patricia P. Irby
Frances Pearson Jabbour*
Linda Fortune Jackson*
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Margaret A. James
Phyllis Jeans
Nancy Dick Johnson*
Lisette and Ray Jones
Beverly Dorsey Jordan*
Frances Farmer Josie*
Constance J. Kellum
Paul King*
Deb Koch
Judy M. LaBonte*
Wendy Landree
Julia Hamilton Lasley*
Sandra F. Lea
Marjorie Campbell Lee*
Barbara Durham Lemmon*
Madelynn T. Leth-Steensen*
Lettie Pate Whitehead
Foundation
Shaunda J. Lewis*
Jean Jones Lister*
Donica M. Long*
Vicki Aubertine Long*
Shannon Lopez
Bethany C. Lusk*
Helen Pearson MacKinnon*
Mary F. MacKinnon
Milton E. Magee
Lisa Smith Mahoney*
Annette Marlar*
Donna C. Mars*
Laura Y. Martin
Laura Martin
Mallorie Martin
LeVoe George Maxwell*
Heather Armstrong McCain*
Helen Banyas McCord-Mills*
Carol and Hank McDowell
Betty Sue Cox McGarvey*
Karen S. McHand
Jeffrey McKelroy
Deborah F. McMillin*
Fay Glasgow McRady*
Mary Gwynne Millione
Anita J. Mobrak
Alice Albritton Moisan*
Fannie Currier Moore*
Lily C. Moore*
Pamela E. Moss
Joyce Williams Muchow*
Janet Flynn Mulroy*
Becky Evans Nelms*
Jennifer S. Nevels
Keith Null
Nursing Class of Dec. 2012*
Mary J. Ohrberg
Jane S. Owen*
Donna Bailey Park*
Beverly Klenz Parrish*
Pathology Group of the
MidSouth
Helen Shepherd Patterson*
Jamie J. Patterson

Annette M. Patton
Irma Boyle Paul*
Linda Hicks Payne*
Rita Lockhart Pearson*
Cardia R. Perry*
Anne M. Plumb
Suzanne Gray Pogson*
Lynn and Don R. Pounds
Joseph H. Powell
T. Ledillon Patrick Powers*
Thelma Perez Primm*
Helen Dunlap Prinz*
Kenneth D. Pruett*
Larry G. Quinn*
Cynthia Ray
Thurman L. Rayborn*
Linda E. Reed
Debra Valley-Holloway Reese*
Ruth Ann Kamke Reyes*
Wilma W. Reynolds*
William W. Richard
Larceina S. Ricks
Nan C. Riede
Amanda Harris Riley*
Glenda Anderson Rimmer*
Joseph and Nina A. Rinaldi
Michelle Roberson
Mitzi C. Roberts*
Joyce Browning Robinson*
Sarah A. Rogers*
Ann G. Salky
Elizabeth Pritchard Salmon*
Barry G. Schultz
Carolyn Schumann
Janet Shepherd*
Denese A. Shumaker*
Shirley Gremore Simmons*
Annis Smith
David Smith
Karen C. Smith
Kathryn L. Smith*
Leanne Smith
Prebble Dulaney Smith*
Tim and Penney W. Smith* *
Jane N. Smothers
William J. Sobotor
Ada Carpenter Sparkman*
Linda G. Speert
Margie T. Spencer*

Betty Brent Steiner-Kershaw*
Catherine R. Stepter*
Kathleen T. Strausser
Peggy Strong
Melissa S. Surles
Deborah S. Sweeney
Laritha Hill Sweet*
Martha Finch Swicord*
Lila Hogan Teague*
Susan Ogilvie Thomason*
Robert E. Tooms
Richard L. Trout
Margaret Tull*
Mary Leder Tumlison*
Maggie Pyles Turnbow*
Jana D. Turner
Lori Krueger Turpen*
John E. Uselton
Lucia W. Vanderpool
Anita Stephenson Vaughn*
Edith E. Vaughn*
Joan F. Vest
Hope Maners Voegeli*
Patricia A. Waggener
Charlotte C. Walder*
Margaret M. Walker
Marlene Good Walker*
Ruth Ann and Danny Wallace
Sandra K. Watson*
Sherrill Masters Watson*
Susan L. Weaver
Brenda McMunn Webb*
Jewell Finleyson Webster*
Joseph P. Weingarten
Augustene McKinney Weston*
Victor White
Woodine Hill Wiley*
Jeremy W. Wilkes
Caroline S. Williams
Paul Williams
Timeki Williams-Dennis*
Ann Adkins Willis*
Marion Mason Wilson*
Matthew Wilson
Mary Paysinger Wolaver*
Patricia Allison Wolfe*
Cindy McCleave Wooten*
Louise Courtney Yarwood*
Robert W. Yates

*BCHS graduate

Donate
We hope you will consider using the enclosed
donation envelope to make a tax-deductible gift to Baptist College to support our
mission of healing, preaching and teaching.
Or to charge a gift, call Mary MacKinnon at
901-572-2773. Remember, a gift of $1,000
can be made in installments of $250 a year
for four years.

Alumni Reunion Survey
Please take a moment to help us improve your experience at BCHS. When completed, please return the
survey to the Alumni Office at 1003 Monroe Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104. Or you can take the survey
online at www.bchs.com/alumni&friends.
Participation in Events
How often do you come to BCHS?
❑ Once a month
❑ 4 or 5 times a year
❑ Fewer than 3 times per year
❑ Rarely
How would you rate our alumni reunion?
❑ Consistently high quality
❑ Generally good
❑ Fair
❑ Poor
What did you like best about the reunion?
❑ Food
❑ Program
❑ Giveaways
❑ Location
❑ Alumni update on College
❑ Other _____________________________
How can we improve this event in the future?
❑ More entertainment
❑ Speakers
❑ Change in food
❑ Video with photos from your school days
❑ Prefer the entire time to visit with classmates
❑ Other ____________________________
For the Friday evening alumni dinner,
would you prefer:
❑ A class-sponsored dinner (e.g., the class of 1945 only)
❑ Continue with all alumni at one location
Service and Environment
What is an appropriate length for the alumni dinner?
❑ One hour
❑ Two hours
❑ Three hours
❑ Doesn’t matter to me

Do you prefer to have a seated meal or buffet?
❑ Seated
❑ Buffet
How would you rate the staff?
❑ Friendly and helpful
❑ Average
❑ Varies on each visit
❑ Poor service
Do you have a preference for locations?
❑ Both days on campus
❑ Banquet room/off campus
❑ One event on campus, one off campus
❑ Doesn’t matter to me
Communications
How satisfied are you with each type
of Communication?
Alumni News
Excellent Good Average Fair Poor
Email

Excellent Good Average Fair Poor

BCHS website

Excellent Good Average Fair Poor

Facebook

Excellent Good Average Fair Poor

Volunteer Opportunities
Are you interested in any of the following?
❑ Being a Chapel speaker
❑ Speaking to a class
❑ Family day (October)
❑ Helping with orientation in the fall
❑ Assisting in a career fair
❑ Alumni travel group
❑ Alumni discounts
❑ Other _________________________

Additional Comments:
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Class Notes
allied health
Class of 1971
Annette Hairston, nuclear medicine
technology, is a nuclear medicine technologist with GE Healthcare, a nuclear
pharmacy in Memphis, Tenn. When not
working at the pharmacy, she enjoys
spending time with her grandson Spencer who is now 10 years old.
Class of 1973
JoEllen Reed, respiratory care, was
promoted to director of Pulmonary
Physiology Laboratory, EKG, and Electroneurodiagnostics departments at Baptist
Memphis.
Class of 1994
Dawne Dodson, nuclear medicine technology, is the immediate past president
of the Nuclear Medicine Technologists of
Tennessee. Recently, Dodson completed
the leadership academy sponsored by
the Society of Nuclear Medicine and
Molecular Imaging–Technologist Section (SNMMI-TS). Dodson is an adjunct
instructor in the Allied Health division at
Baptist College of Health Sciences.
Class of 1996
Amy Burgess, nuclear medicine technology, completed the nursing program at
Southwest and received her license on
March 12. She is now a registered nurse
working at Baptist Memphis full time.
In addition, Amy works PRN at the Med
as a training specialist in IT training and
implements CPOE and various programs in the Electronic Medical Records
department. She has a Master of Science
in administration with a concentration
in health services administration from
Central Michigan University.
Russ Landers, nuclear medicine technology, is the chief nuclear medicine technologist at Lister Healthcare in Florence,
Ala. When not working, Landers enjoys
spending time outdoors camping and
hiking.
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Class of 1997
Julia Craig Karaszewski, nuclear medicine technology, is a technologist with
the Nuclear Imaging Management Corporation in Gallatin, Tenn. Karaszewski
stays busy with her three children under
the age of five. Her children are Ian (4
years old), Anastasia (2 years old) and
Tanner (8 months).
Tonee Porter, nuclear medicine technology, is working for Methodist Hospitals as
a staff technologist in nuclear medicine.
Her son, Tevin, is entering high school
this fall.
Class of 2001
Amanda Powell Anderson, (1) nuclear
medicine technology, is a nuclear medicine technologist with Memphis Cardiology and ProActive Heart and Vascular.
She was named the 2009 winner of the
Amateur Salsa Competition in Memphis,
Tenn. For the past four years, she has
been a member of the semi-professional
salsa team named Salsa Memphis.
Class of 2006
Autumn (Forbes) Byars, (2) radiography,
gave birth to a daughter, Anna Elizabeth,
on March 1, 2013.
Class of 2008
Patti Whitlock Honnoll, (3) diagnostic
medical sonography, wed Scott Honnoll
on May 4, 2013, at Cedar Hill Farm in
Love, Miss. Patti is a sonographer at St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. She is
also a past recipient (2011) of the Baptist
College Young Alumni of the Year.
Class of 2009
Steven Gonzalez, nuclear medicine
technology, is working as a technologist
in the Nuclear Medicine department of
two hospitals. During the week, Steven
is working full-time in Dyersburg, Tenn.
On weekends, he provides coverage for a
hospital in Jackson, Tenn.

Class of 2010
Saphia Jaffery, (4) nuclear medicine
technology, works as a nuclear medicine technologist for a radiology group
in Jackson, Miss. The group manages
outpatient radiology at Baptist Medical
Center. She recently completed the 2012
Ironman Triathlon in Tempe, Ariz. The
triathlon is an endurance event encompassing a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike
ride, and 26.2-mile run.
Class of 2013
Rebekah Sherlin-Chaplin, (5) radiation
therapy, was accepted to the University
of Tennessee medical school. She will
attend the “white coat ceremony” this
summer and begin medical school in
August of 2013. Her plan is to become a
radiation oncologist.

Nursing
Class of 1986
Donna Oliver Hale, (6) MSN, RN, was
promoted to chief nursing officer at
Baptist Rehabilitation-Germantown.
Donna has held a variety of positions in
the Baptist system for the last 27 years
and most recently was the manager of
Infection Control, Employee Health and
Staff Development at Baptist RehabGermantown
Class of 2010
Destiny Williams Ike (7) and husband,
Daniel, are the proud parents of a baby
boy, Daniel Clayton, born on April 24,
2013. Daniel has a big sister, Lani.
Sandra Miller (8) recently received two
recognitions—DAISY winner and Service
First Champion. DAISY recognitions are
for extraordinary nurses caring for patients, and Service First Champions are
employees nominated and then voted by
their peers as someone who has gone
“above and beyond.” She works in the
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ED and received the Service First award
for her assistance with an out of town
patient.
Class of 2011
Hannah Zarshenas (9) married Justin
Cole, nuclear medicine graduate in 2012,
on Friday, June 14. Hannah is a nurse at
Baptist Memphis in transplant. Justin is a
nuclear medicine technologist at Baptist
Memphis.
Class of 2012
Samantha Rankins Robbins (10) wed
Michael Robbins on June 1, 2013. They
live in Little Rock, Ark. where Samantha
is an RN at Arkansas Children’s Hospital.
Sydney Ray and Christopher Gully (11)
were married on June 7, 2013. Sydney is
an RN at Baptist Memphis in Oncology
and Christopher is also an RN at Baptist
Memphis in CVICU.
7

IN MEMORIAM
Thelma Pat Perez, class of 1958, passed
away in March 2013.
Peggy Allen Woodhouse, class of 1961,
passed away in March 2013.
Kathy Antwine Golliver, class of 1980,
passed away in August 2013.
10
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Want to be in the next
issue of Alumni News?
Send us your photos for Class Notes or find us
on Facebook by searching Baptist College of
Health Sciences Alumni and send us
a message.
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Spiritual
Renewal
Activities
Campus Ministries sponsored the annual
Spiritual Renewal Days, February 25-27. The
theme was Character Over Compromise
Equals Integrity. Local clergy were invited
to be the special guests this year. They
included Ed Newton, a bible communicator;
Dr. Noel Hutchinson Jr, pastor of First Baptist
Lauderdale; Rev. Jeff Jones, BCM Director
at the University of Memphis; Hernan and
Jennifer Gimenez, pastors of Iglesia Bautista
La Buena Esperanza; Clay and Renee Crosse,
founders of Holy Homes Ministries; and Rev.
Rudy Howard, executive director of Luke 4:18
Ministries. The diversity and greatness of
God’s kingdom.

